
 

 
SPECIAL RESOURCES FUND for VISUAL ARTS PROJECTS for CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 
OVERVIEW:  The purpose of the RiverArtsFest Special Resources Fund is to provide support for special opportunities for 
visual arts programs in Shelby County.  These grants will be awarded to clearly defined projects that expand the artistic 
horizons of K-12 students of all abilities, not for the personal and professional development of individuals nor to supplement 
resources applicable to other art programs.  
 
RAF will award a total of $12,000 to fund creative activities and special opportunities, including but not limited to, artists' fees, 
supplies, equipment, guest lectures, art exhibits, admissions and transportation.  Selection will be made solely on the merits 
and impact of the proposed project.  RAF will make the final determination as to how the funds are dispersed and the dollar 
amounts allocated.   In 2017, most grants will be in the $300-$500 range depending upon the total amount of requests but 
exceptions may be made based on recommendations by the jurying committee. Participants in funded projects will receive free 
admission tickets to RiverArtsFest held October 27-29 in the South Main Arts District in Downtown Memphis. Applications for 
distinctly different projects from the same school/organization will be considered.  Send each application as an 
attachment in an e-mail to alessriverartsfest@gmail.com by September 18, 2017. 
 
The following is the template for the SRF APPLICATION of two pages maximum in 12-point font:  
*Descriptive title and a brief, one-sentence summary of the proposed project with amount requested 
*Name and a brief description, one sentence maximum, of school/organization  
*Name, title, school/organization, address, e-mail address, office and cell phone numbers for person coordinating the project 
*Name, title, address, e-mail address, office and cell phone numbers of administrator authorizing the project 

• Specifically describe the proposed project by including: 
A. What you want to do 
B. How will you do this 
C. What you hope to accomplish or anticipate as the outcome/impact 
D. Who will benefit (grade levels, number of students, abilities, location, etc.)  
E. Who will be involved (teachers, project coordinator, administrators, parents, external project participants such as 

artists, museum personnel, charter bus company, community partners, etc.) 
• Provide a realistic budget that accurately reflects all project components by including: 

A. Specific details for all expenses (i.e., 25 charcoal pencils @ $2 each)   
B. Specific details of all other sources of support for project (i.e., PTO $100 for 25 admission tickets @ $4 each) 
C. Any fees charged to participants in project (i.e., bus rental 25 students @ $5 each) 
D. In-kind donations of services or supplies specifically for project (i.e., Joe Smith, one gallon yellow paint $30) 
E. Indicate subtotals and the final project total (please round to the nearest dollar on all budget items and totals) 

*Provide a brief, general timeline for the project, including start and end dates 
*How is this proposed project a special opportunity?   
*How will RiverArtsFest be recognized as providing funding for the project? 

 
Questions??? Contact Angela Less alessriverartsfest@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 



Additional information about the RiverArtsFest Special Resources Fund (SRF) 
Support from the Special Resources Fund is for visual arts projects or for clearly defined visual arts components of larger, 
multidisciplinary projects but all have to be within Shelby County and designed to benefit children and youth.  Schools and 
nonprofit organizations may submit more than one application but each application must be for a separate project.   
 
Examples of activities that will NOT be funded by SRF grants include receptions, food, decorations, entertainment, performing 
arts projects, t-shirts, entry fees, tuition, etc. 
 
Your proposed project may involve the entire school or organization.  It may focus on one class, age/grade, level of ability or 
any combination of those.  Art clubs or after-school enrichment programs are eligible, also. 
 
An application may include visual aids to illustrate the project if they are sized to fit within the two-page maximum.  It should 
include a concise, descriptive narrative supported by a realistic, accurate budget.  Please round to the nearest dollar. 
 
All participants in a funded project will receive a free admission ticket to RiverArtsFest (plus one free adult ticket per child for 
elementary and middle school projects).  In 2016, RAF distributed approximately 4,500 tickets. 
 
Funding for SRF is provided by an anonymous donor.  Based on the strength and creativity of the 2016 projects, there is a 
significant increase for 2017, with the total now being $12,000.  Additional support comes directly from RiverArtsFest through 
income from admissions so please remember to participate in the festival in October!   
 
The jurying committee considers many factors, most importantly the merits of the project, when selecting projects for funding:   

• Is the application accurate and complete?   
• Is the project achievable as described in the narrative and reflected in the budget?  Is it "doable" in scope and 

resources? 
• Is the project appropriate and realistic for the site and the participants? 
• Is the special opportunity provided by SRF funding clearly described?  Are the benefits evident? 
• Is the scale of the project realistic?  Is the impact tangible?  Does it reflect careful planning and creativity with 

achievable results?  Does it "translate" from concept to actual completion? 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 

  
OCTOBER 27-28-29 
SOUTH MAIN ARTS DISTRICT       DOWNTOWN MEMPHIS 
www.riverartsmemphis.org for festival information 


